
On Your Mark  
Week #16 Mark 12 

 
This week we have Jesus’ only other parable besides in Mark 4 which was the 
parable of the sower.  It is the parable of the sending of the son.  The parable is 
shown is a worthy landowner who has sent to the tenant farmers to receive 
payment and they kill his son.  The parable is an indictment of the Jewish 
leaders for taking the things of God. 
 
This parable is followed by questions meant to trap Jesus by the Pharisees, the 
Herodians, the Sadducees and the scribes.  Each question is meant to trap Jesus 
in order to kill him.  If you remember these chapters take place during Holy 
Week which is the preparation for Jesus’ death and resurrection.  It in the time 
when Jesus would not want to be trapped, but also knows that his time to fulfill 
his destiny is coming. 
 

• Where did you see God in this passage? 
• What did you struggle with? 
• What is God teaching you this week? 
• Based on the story Jesus tells about the vineyard, what will God do to 

those who reject his son Jesus? 
• When the Pharisees and Herodians come to trap Jesus they give him 

false compliments.  How do you think Jesus was able to see “through 
their hypocrisy”?  Is this applicable today? 

• It is said the Sadduccees, who did not believe in the resurrection, were 
“sad-you-sees” since they did not believe in a future after death.  What 
do you think will happen to you after you die?  Why? 

• Explain each aspect of Jesus’ first answer regarding the most important 
commandment. 

• What does it mean to love your neighbor as yourself? 
• Jesus teaches us to “watch out” for those who are “experts” but are 

focused on their formal appearance, being greeted elaborately and taking 
the best seats for themselves.  Why would he warn against people like 
this? 

• How are two coins work less than a penny more than the large amounts 
the rich people gave?  

 


